STORM WATERf
The Rundown on Runof

Un-scramble these
Stormwater words

Clean

▶ Storm water runoff can pick up
dirt, bacteria, pesticides, and other
contaminants and deposit into our
waterways through storm drains
and ditches.

Water

▶ Storm water runoff causes flooding,
erosion, and contaminated water.

Starts

▶ Keeping pollutants out of our waterways is less expensive than cleaning
the water in a treatment plant.
▶ Runoff can compromise the water
quality of nearby rivers, streams,
ponds and lakes. This has a
direct impact on freshwater fish
as it contaminates their natural
environment.
▶ Lets keep our lake and drinking
water supplies healthy.
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To Report a Violation

REDUCE YOUR STORMWATER

Learn, act, and make a difference

Call Stormwater Manager Jimmy
Duvall to report illegal discharges/
stormwater pollutants at 817-4444511 or email at jduvall@cityofazle.
org.

at
Home
Our actions affect the waters
around us every day because all
the water from our property that
enters the storm drains ends
up in Eagle Mountain Lake, our
drinking water source.

Department of Public
Services
Stormwater Divison
www.cityofazle.org

7 Steps to a Smart Yard
1. PLAN AND DESIGN
Start with the end in mind. Consider your
family’s needs and desires when envisioning
your perfect yard. Once you have a solid
idea of what you want, look critically at
what you’ve got. What are the permanent
fixtures or restrictions? What plants do you
want to keep?

2. REDUCE TURF

“Less” means “more.” Less turf means more
time for you to enjoy your lawn, and more
money in your pocket because you won’t
have to water as much. Add more flower
beds with SmartScape plants. Add large,
sweeping curves to the landscape to make it
visually appealing. Add or widen pathways,
and use groundcovers where it makes
sense. Groundcovers under trees and on
slopes can often give the look of grass, but
you don’t have to maintain them.

Texas SmartScape
Texas SmartScape is a landscape
program that promotes the use of
plants suited to the region’s soil,
climate, and precipitation. The goal is
to improve water quality by reducing
runoff and conserve local water
supplies by selecting ecologically
appropriate native or adapted plants
that require less water, pesticides,
and fertilizers.

3. SOIL

Organic matter is the key to a solid
foundation to help your plants thrive.
Compost helps to condition the soil, hold
moisture, prevent run-off, reduce erosion,
and unlocks nutrients in the soil. One way
to improve water absorption is to add raised
beds. Raised beds help improve drainage,
reduce soil compaction, and reduce weeds.

4. PLANTING

The right plant in the right place. Use the
SmartScape plant database to find native
and adapted plants that are well suited to
our environment. Native plants are naturally
drought tolerant as well as disease and pest
resistant. This will reduce your irrigation,
fertilizer, and pesticide requirements. Use a
wide range of plants and plant with room
for their mature size.

5. MULCH

Regularly adding mulch to maintain
about a 3-inch blanket is good for beds
and around trees. Mulch helps reduce
evaporation and cools soils in the
summer by up to 10 degrees. Mulch
also helps reduce erosion, diseases, and
prevents weeds from getting a foothold.
Never pile mulch up around trunks or
stems, instead it should be like a shallow
bowl around the trunk.

6. WATER-WISE

Efficient irrigation will save you money.
It is best to water in the early morning
when evaporation rates are lowest.
Water 5-10 minutes (or until runoff
begins), then water that area again 10
minutes later for another 5-10 minutes
(or until 1” of water total has been
applied to that area). 1” of water a week
should be enough for native plants to
survive even the hottest summers. Look
into using drip irrigation. Also, turn off
your sprinklers when it rains, because
that is just wasting water and money.

7. MAINTENANCE

Regularity and moderation should guide
your maintenance schedule. Avoid
excessive pruning as natural beauty
softens the landscape. If you choose
well adapted plants for your location,
maintenance should be minimal. If you
do encounter problems, try cultural,
organic, physical, and mechanical means
of pest control instead of chemicals.
Un-scramble words
1. precipitation
5.floodwater
2. stormwater
6. streams
3.waterspout
7. detention ponds
4. rain storm
8. runoff water

