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What is the Crime Control and Prevention District? 
 
A Crime Control and Prevention District is a special purpose district created for the purpose of 
improving crime prevention and reducing crime.  In 1989, the Texas Legislature recognized that 
smaller cities within large metropolitan areas are greatly impacted by “big city” crime without the 
“big city” resources to fight the crime problems they face.  The Legislature passed the Crime 
Control and Prevention District Act to enable cities to create a special district that can collect a 
sales tax specifically dedicated to crime control and reduction. 
 
The Crime Control and Prevention District Act may be found in Chapter 363 of the Local 
Government Code.  The full text of the Act (House Bill 1543) is available online at 
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/docs/lg/htm/lg.363.htm 
 

Azle Crime Control and Prevention District 
 
The City Council initiated the process by creating a District, as allowed by state law, with a 
temporary Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors established a crime control strategy and 
budget to cover the first two years of the District.  Once the Board and City Council approved the 
plan and budget, the Board called an election.  On May 5, 2001, a majority of the registered 
voters approved the creation of the District for not more than five years.  The voters approved a 
continuation of the District on May 13, 2006 for another five years.  The five year life of the 
District expires May 2011.  The sales tax rate of 0.25% will continue.  The District can only be 
authorized through a vote of a majority of the registered voters voting in the election.  A District 
may be created for 5, 10, 15, or 20 years.  The CCPD Board determines what time period an 
election will be called. 
 
The Crime Control and Prevention District is funded through a local sales tax adopted by 
the city creating the District.  The Act permits a tax rate of one-fourth to one-half of one 
percent.  The Azle CCPD will be funded through a sales and use tax at the rate of one-
fourth (1/4) of one percent. 
 
Anyone, resident or non-resident, who makes a purchase of taxable items in Azle, pays this 
tax.  Surveys of local businesses indicated almost 6 of every 10 people shopping in Azle 
live outside of the city.  In addition, shoppers in Fort Worth, Saginaw, White Settlement, 
Watauga, North Richland Hills, Haltom City, Hurst, and many other North Texas cities are 
already paying this tax to those cities to fund their Crime Control and Prevention District 
programs. 
 
 
 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/docs/lg/htm/lg.363.htm�
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Organization and Budget Process 
       
A Board of Directors appointed by the City Council oversees the CCPD and sets a 
budget.  Board members are appointed for three year terms.  CCPD meetings 
are open to the public and held the second Thursday of each month at City Hall, 
613 SE Parkway. 
 
The Board holds budget meetings at which time proposals are made from any 
organization authorized by the State law.  Prior to the budget being adopted, a 
public hearing is held.  The Board then projects revenue and adopts a budget.  
This budget is then sent to the City Council who holds a public hearing and they 
may either adopt the budget as presented or reject the budget as presented.  If 
the budget is rejected, a joint public meeting with the Council and CCPD Board is 
held to discuss a compromise. 
 
 
 

Azle CCPD Revenue History 
 
The District collects ¼ of one percent on all taxable items purchased in the City.  With the exception of garbage collection, 
utilities are exempt from the tax.  These funds are deposited separately from the City’s general fund revenues and are audited 
annually.  Tax revenues are reported monthly by the Texas Comptroller’s Office and deposited directly to the Crime Control 
and Prevention District account. 
 
 Year Ending September 30    Revenue           Approved Budget          Actual Expenditures 
 

 2002                           184,898                       205,000                               120,667    
   
 2003                                 196,849                       213,100                               108,096 

 
 2004                                 189,349                         74,135                                 57,720 

 
 2005                                 217,148                       162,620                                 84,221 

 
 2006                                 300,189                       549,055                               330,746   

 
 2007                                 373,424                     253,032                               387,769 

 
 2008                                 347,942                       334,290                               274,100 

 
 2009                                 383,365                       387,809                               300,208 

 
 2010                                 349,419                       419,300                               282,314 

 
 
  Total                                               2,542,583                        2,598,341                            1,945,841                                                          
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SPECIAL NOTE: 
 

Crime Control and Prevention budgets are in 
addition to the City’s General Fund budget.  
The District also funds the Azle Fire Marshal’s 
Office and a shelter for battered and home-
less women.  The State Law allows for the 
funding of both public and private organiza-
tions engaged in crime control and prevention 
activities. 

Crime and Accident Rates 
 
Crime and accident rates have decreased significantly over the last three years.  Crime in the seven major categories has 
decreased 18% from 2008 to 2010.  In the last three years, criminal cases filed with the Tarrant County District Attorney’s 
Office have increased 48.7%, with a 41.8% increase in cases filed with Parker County. 
 
Citizen reports of suspicious or criminal activity have increased and resulted in prevention of crimes and the arrests of 
offenders.  With CCPD funding, public meetings on topics such as Church Safety, sex offender identification, burglary and 
theft prevention, and identity theft awareness have brought these issues to a level of public awareness.    
 
Accidents with injuries are down 12.9% and non-injury accidents are down 45.1% during the same three year period.   
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Crime Control and Prevention Projects 
 
The State law allows the CCPD to fund both crime control and crime prevention projects.  These projects are in addition to 
those funded by the City’s general fund and are used to supplement crime control and prevention efforts.  Some projects are 
internal and are not readily visible to the public.  Others involve community-wide programs or programs targeted to a specific 
need.  Many of the projects are ongoing while some are completed and require only maintenance and upgrades.  The 
following are a few examples. 
 

 
Computer Systems, Software and Communications 

Funding for the Police Department reporting and records management, property and evidence, computer aided dispatching, 
and in-car systems are provided.  All in-car computers and radios used to transmit information are funded by the CCPD.  The 
maintenance and updates to these systems are also funded.  Since these systems were in place, the City was able to accept a 
Federal grant for an Automated Fingerprint and Identification System which saved the City over 
$65,000.00.   
 
Communications upgrades have included new dispatcher consoles, computers, mobile and 
handheld radios.  In addition, remote antennas have been installed in various parts of the City to 
improve signal quality and reduce dead spots.  These upgrades and additions have increased 
officer safety, reduced response times and increased the amount and quality of information 
available to the officers and the citizens.                                                                                             
 

 
Success with Every Azle Teen 

The S.W.E.A.T program provides teens charged with minor offenses the opportunity to perform community service in lieu of 
paying a fine.  Assignment to the S.W.E.A.T. program is made by the Azle Municipal Court Judge with the consent of the 
parent or legal guardian.  Successful completion of the program results in the final resolution of the case and completes the 
participant’s obligation to the Court.   
 
Community service projects include collection of trash and litter, yard care in cooperation with the Azle Good N.E.W.S. 
program, washing of City vehicles, cleanup projects at City and Azle Independent School District facilities, assistance at the 
annual Sting Fling, assistance during City sponsored neighborhood cleanup days and other civic projects.  During 2010 alone, 
279 participants worked 24 days with a total of 1,674 hours of community service.  At the current minimum wage, this 
represents a savings to the City of $12,136.  The current monthly average of participants is 23. 
 

 
Drug Canine Unit 

In conjunction with a Federal grant, the Police Department has purchased and trained a police officer and drug canine used to 
arrest drug offenders and as a deterrent to the transportation of illegal narcotics in the City.  The canine unit is assigned to 
the patrol function and is used during traffic stops, search warrants, drug investigations and, in cooperation with the Azle 
I.S.D, sweeps of local school campuses.   
 

 
911 Education 

With equipment provided by the CCPD and assistance from the Tarrant County 911 District, the Police Department has 
provided 911 education to over 2000 AISD students, Harris Azle Hospital, the Azle Senior Center and both assisted living 
facilities in the City.   
 

 
Fire and Life Safety Education Program 

This program, initiated by the Fire Marshall’s Office and in conjunction with the Azle ISD, uses 30 minute programs to instruct 
elementary school age children about such topics as gun safety, swimming safety, cooking safety geared to latch key kids, fire 
and life safety, and crosswalk safety.  This program utilizes a fun program with messages designed to keep the attention of 
children. 
 

 
Explorer Post 

With CCPD funding, the Police Department sponsors a Boy Scouts of America Explorer Post that introduces 
both boys and girls to a career in law enforcement.  The Post is supervised by active police officers who 
provide instruction in laws, patrol procedures, accident investigation, firearms safety and other criminal justice 

topics.  Funding is in place to assist with fees and uniforms so that no boy or girl is turned away due to financial hardships.   

Information systems installed 
directly in marked patrol cars. 
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Shattered Dreams 

Shattered Dreams is a program funded every two years by the CCPD.  This program demonstrates, in a real world format, the 
dangers of drinking and driving.  This effort is supported by numerous local individuals, businesses, the AISD, Texas Health 
Harris Hospital Azle, PHI Helicopters and the Azle Fire Department.  In 2011, over 1200 students participated in the program 
which, for the first time, included the dangers of texting while driving.  Over 1000 students signed the “No Texting While 
Driving” pledge which was organized by two high school students and funded by Haley Carter Insurance. 
 
Shattered Dreams goes beyond just talking about the results of drinking or texting and driving.  The students are exposed to 
a realistic representation of an actual accident scene involving an impaired 
driver and the fatal consequences. 
 

 
 

 
Sports Camps 

The Police Department seeks opportunities for non-confrontational contacts with the City’s youth.  For the past two years, the 
CCPD has sponsored boys and girls basketball camps at Azle High School.  Police officers attend the week long camps, provide 
the participants with a T-shirt, and spend formal and informal time talking with the participants about various safety topics.  
Plenty of time is left for questions and answers either in a group or one-on-one.  In addition to the 2011 basketball camp, 
which is in the planning stages, the Police Department is sponsoring a co-ed baseball clinic in conjunction with the Azle Little 
League and the Azle Optimist Club.   
 

     
 
  
 
 

 
Juvenile Fire Setter Intervention Program 

JFIP is a nationally utilized program to address juvenile fire setting and fire play behavior.  The Azle JFIP is established as part 
of the Tarrant County JFIP Coalition supporting youth from Tarrant, Parker, Wise, Denton and Hood Counties.  The JFIP is a 
Juvenile Justice Diversion program that allows a juvenile offender to attend educational programs as part of their probation. 
 
The Azle JFIP accepts children ages 6 – 16 from both court mandated and voluntary requests.  Each child is evaluated and an 
action plan developed for the child’s education.  This program involves specially trained fire or law enforcement personnel, 
clinical psychologists and juvenile probation personnel. 
 

 
Fire, Arson, Explosive and Environmental Investigation 

The Azle Fire Marshal’s Office is responsible for conducting civil and criminal investigations relating to fire/arson, explosives 
and environmental violations.  These include conducting investigations into illegal dumping and fire cause and origin within 
the City of Azle. 
 

 
This report is also available online at www.cityofazle.org 

For more information contact Azle Police Department at 817-444-3221 

Official Logo of the 2011  
Azle Little League Clinic 

Police contact with the participants in these youth activities 
breaks down barriers, improves communication and allows both 
kids and police the opportunity to see that each has value, each 
has strengths, and not all interactions are unpleasant.  This 
creates a learning experience for both. 
 

These functions also create working relationships between 
coaches, parents, school staff and the officers. 
 
 


